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Patients, methods, and results
From November 1979 to June 1980, 143 pregnant The contraceptive methods used by the women were: intrauterine device (48%), barrier methods (27%), and oral contraception (25%). Of the specimens, 19% were collected during menstruation, 38% in the proliferation phase, and 43% during the secretion phase. None of these variables correlated with persistent carriage of group B streptococci or use of tampons, and there was no difference in age or parity between women who used tampons and women who did not.
Comment
The results show that prolonged carriage of group B streptococci in women who used tampons during menstruation was twice that in women who did not (49% v 24%). A causal relation between use of tampons and persistence of group B streptococci in the urogenital tract seems to be the most plausible explanation because those who used tampons did not differ from non-users with respect to age, parity, contraceptive method, or time of collection of specimens in relation to the menstrual cycle. Of the 797 men eligible for inclusion in the study, 711 (89%) were examined. Of these, 565 were employed and type A scores obtained for 558. A preliminary analysis of type A score by employment state showed employed men to score higher than retired men but lower than men who were disabled or seeking work (Kruskall-Wallis test, p <0 05): hence the groups were not pooled. As the unemployed groups were too small to analyse separately, the table gives the mean type A scores in various categories of ischaemic heart disease and age for employed men only. Type A scores decreased with age and were slightly raised for men with ischaemic heart disease. When each disease category was examined a consistent relation with type A behaviour over all age categories was shown for angina only (Mann-Whitney U test corrected for ties, p <0 01).
Although a high response rate was obtained, these data have several limitations. Firstly, a modified version of a validated question- 
